
Name _______________________ 

Search Engines & Meta Search Engines 

Part I.  On the chart below, identify the differences 

between a search engine and a meta-search 

engine. 

 

Take notes from the film here: 

 

 

 

 

Part II. Use a search engine and a meta-search engine to find the 

following: 

1) Use a search engine to search for information on the Greek god 

Zeus.  How many hits did your search result in? _____   

 

Search Engine Meta Search Engine 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



2) Look at the first three web documents.  What are the domain 

types? ______  Are the sites useful? _______   Why or why not?  

____________________________________________ 

 

 

3) Use a meta-search engine for information on the Greek god Zeus.  

How many hits did your search result in?  ______.   

 

4) Look at the first three web documents.  What are the domain 

types? ______  Are the sites useful? _______   Why or why not?  

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Google Search Shortcuts 

1) What do you use to force the search engine to search exact 

phrases? ________ 

2) What command do you use if you do not want to search engine to 

pull-up particular searches?  _______ 

3) What command do you use to look-up definitions for words? 

__________________ 

4) If you want to do a search for specific domain types, what 

command would you use? 

______________ 

5) What do you use if you want to look up sites from a specific 

country? ___________________ 

6) What are some clues that you may be looking at a personal site? 

_______________________________ 

 

 

Part III.   Scavenger Hunt 



1.  Find the definitions for the following words: 

a) mendacious 

b) singultus 

2.  The World Wide Web is just the latest invention in a long 

history of communication breakthroughs.  Let’s go back to 

Google and look back in time at the beginnings of 

communication.  Go to google.com.  In the search box, type in 

“cuneiform writing.”  Press Google Search. 

 

a) Look at the first three sites that appear in the results list.  

What are they?  Give the titles and URLs of the first three 

sites_____________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

______________________________.   

b) What is cuneiform writing?  

_________________________________________________

_____________________________.  When and where was 

it invented? 

_________________________________________________

_____.  Do you get this information at one of those first 

three sites listed? __________________________________ 

c) Just for fun, there’s a site called Write Like a Babylonian at 

http://www.penn.museum/cgi/cuneiform.cgi 

Take a look and see what your name looks like in cuneiform.  

 

3.  Sometimes it is helpful to look for specific types of Web sites 

about a topic.  Go to Google and look for web pages about the 

inventor Nikola Tesla.  Can you tell how many results are 

found? _____.  Now go to Google again and limit your results 

http://www.penn.museum/cgi/cuneiform.cgi


to domain types that end with “.edu”.  How many results do 

you find now? _____.  Change your search to look for results 

with the “.gov” domain type.  How many results do you find? 

_____. 

4. Find the most recent annual report and a mission statement for 

Pfizer.  What would be the best strategy to find this 

information?  A) Go to ask.com b) What search expression (s) 

did you use at ask.com to find the annual report and mission 

statement? 

___________________________________________________

____________________ c) Give the URL’s of the page(s) where 

they are found. 

___________________________________________________

_______________________.  D) Try same search in Google.  

Which search engine gave you more relevant results? 

_________________________ 

5. Find information about the Cinco de Mayo from a Mexican 

website.  Identify the title of two sites: 

___________________________________________________

______________.  What did you learn about the celebration? 

___________________________________________________

_______________________________________. 

  

 

 

 

 


